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A SHORT COURTSHIP AND A HAPPY MARRIED LIFE. 

A Reminiscence of the Early History of Stark County, 

Illinois. 
By William E. Sandham, Wyoming, Illinois. 

Among the first settlers of what is now LaSalle county, 
Illinois, were Louis Bayley and his wife, Betsey Butler Bay- 
ley. To them a son was born July 17, 1828, whom they named 
Augustus, and who was the first white child born in what is 
now LaSalle county. Louis Bayley was a soldier in the War 
of 1812. His father, Timothy Bayley, was a soldier in the 
Revolutionary War. Mrs Betsey Butler Bayley died in the 
year 1840, leaving to be cared for by her husband, Louis Bay- 
ley, their two living children, Augustus and Timothy, the 
latter being three years old. 

During the time between 1835 and 1855 there was among 
the itinerant preachers of Illinois, who were generally known 
as circuit riders, one named Eev. William S. Bates whose 
circuit included Stark and LaSalle counties. Mr. Bates and 
Mr. Bayley were warm personal friends, and when he was in 
LaSalle county Mr. Bates always made his headquarters at 
Mr. Bayley 's home. On one of his visits to Mr. Bayley 's 
home, the traveling preacher found Mr. Bayley to be a very 
busy man. Besides his work as a farmer and as the operator 
of a sawmill, he was doing his house work with the assistance 
of his eldest son. "Well, Mr. Bayley,' ' said the preacher 
after the usual greetings, "you need a wife to do your cook- 
ing, to care for your house work and to look after the welfare 
of your two boys." I assure you that I know that what you 
are telling me is true" said Mr. Bayley. "I do not know 
where I can find such a woman, one who is willing to marry 
me and assume the responsibility of doing the things that are 
needed to be done in my home." "Well," said Mr. Bates, 
"perhaps in my work as an itinerant preacher, I can find such 
a woman. If I do I will let you know." 
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In the early part of the year 1843 the itineracy of the Kev. 
Mr. Bates brought him into LaSalle county, and as usual he 
stopped to stay over night with his friend, Louis Bayley. 
After supper, which had been prepared by Mr. Bayley and 
his son August, Mr. Bates told Mr. Bayley that he had found 
a woman he was satisfied would make him a good wife and 
one who would be a kind mother to his two boys. i i Tell me 
about her," said Mr. Bayley." "The woman's name is Mary 
Lake" said the preacher, "and she lives with a brother-in- 
law named Sewell Smith, who lives just south of Spoon river 
on section 14 in Essex township in Stark county. I have seen 
her and I have told her about you and your home and your 
two boys. I advise you to go to see her." 

A few days after the circuit rider went on his way, Mr. 
Bayley hitched a team of his best horses to a light wagon and 
started for Spoon river. On the evening of March 19th he ar- 
rived at the farm how owned by Sol and Jesse Cox, two miles 
south of Wyoming and just north of Spoon river, where he 
stayed that night. The next day he forded Spoon river a few 
rods below what is now known as the Bailey bridge. In a 
very short time he knocked on the door of the Sewell Smith 
home, and a woman opened the door. "I am Louis Bayley 
of LaSalle county, ' ' said the visitor, ' ' and I am looking for a 
woman named Mary Lake." The woman quickly extended 
her right hand and said "I am Mary Lake. Come right in. 
I know what you have come for." It is enough to say here 
that Louis Bayley and Mary Lake were married before the 
setting of the sun on that day, March 20, 1843. The following 
day Mr. and Mrs.. Louis Bayley left Stark county for their 
home in LaSalle county. All the reports which have come down 
through the sons and grandsons of Louis Bayley and the 
neighbors who knew them intimately, tell the same story, 
that Mr. and Mrs. Bayley had a very happy married life. 

Louis Bayley sold his property in LaSalle county in the 
year 1849 and moved to Stark county. He bought the eighty 
acre farm where he found Mary Lake March 20, 1843. That 
eighty acre tract is now owned by Louis Bayley 's grandson, 
Orpheos Bailey, son of Augustus Bailey, who as stated was 
the first white child born in what is now LaSalle county. Mrs. 
Mary Lake Bayley died March 3, 1861, and Mr. Bayley had in- 
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scribed on her tombstone, "A GOOD WIFE AND A KIND 
STEPMOTHEB." Louis Bayley died at Forest Grove, 
Washington County, Oregon, in 1876, aged 92 years. His son 
Augustus died in Stark county, Illinois, August 26, 1905. The 
son Timothy lives in Pacific county, Washington. 

The circuit rider and pioneer preacher, Eev. William S. 
Bates, after he retired from active service as a preacher, 
owned and lived on the southeast quarter of the north quarter 
of section 28 in Essex township, Stark county, Illinois, from 
1857 to 1864. 

The spelling of the name Louis Bayley, as here given, is 
the way Louis Bayley spelled the name. The other members 
of the Bailey family spell the name Bailey. The marriage 
record in the office of the County Clerk in Toulon has the 
spelling Lewis Bayley. 



